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87 of 89 people found the following review helpful.
Un livre charmant d'un certain age
By R. Lynch
All language texts are not created equally. They tend to fall roughly into one of two categories: 1)
lightweight quasi-phrasebooks that make liberal use of phonetic spellings and sweep grammar under the rug;
2) bone-dry reviews of the mechanics of a language, peppered with the occasional vocabulary for
memorization.
How rare it is to find a book that preserves the flavor of a language while laying it forth in an eminently
practical manner; such is the present volume. New words, conjugations and formulae are introduced in the
context of short readings and quotations, often humorous, from Voltaire, La Rochefoucauld and many others.
The authors have made ingenious use of cognates, words recognizable by their English counterparts, to tap
an instant vocabulary. It's gratifying to discover how much French you already know as an English speaker.
This approach gives you the opportunity to put that knowledge to work immediately, and to build upon it --
not without effort, but without the drudgery that you might expect from such rigorous fare. The preference
for real French text (as opposed to textbook cookery -- "See Pierre run. Run, Pierre, run!") ensures that
material is covered in a natural and useful order.
Although it provides simple guidelines for pronunciation, the book's focus is (as the title suggests) on the
language as written. For conversational skills and comprehension of the spoken language, aspiring
francophones should supplement this book with tapes and CDs (such as the "Living Language" series) and/or
videos (e.g. "French in Action").

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful.
Average while effective !
By Victor L. Nazaire
French for Reading Knowledge, 1997 edition, a second edition is in fact
the re-printing of the 1952 edtion by Aleetha Palmeri in memory of her father and his colleague E.E.
Milligan, the co-author.

The book " is meant to reach that large number of students, college freshmen or graduates, who would like to
acquire a reading knpwledge of French in the minimum
amount of time."

The Outstanding feature of the text resides in the fact that
" the reading matter includes a LARGE NUMBER OF QUOTATIONS from a
great variety of Authors and Scientists. " The student gets to read



excerpts from Voltaire, Camille Flammarion an astronomer, Montesquieu
a political theorist, Leon Binet a famous doctor , and other illustrious
French writers in all fields of knowledge.

The weakness is that the exercises do NOT provide the correct answers and so
a student is left to his own device to figure out the answers.

The text is expensive to get ; having read the text of a competitor
I would definitely recommend to purchase instead the following :French for Reading by Karl Sandberg as it
provides the same features
while offering the answers to exercises and considerably more systematic
in approach with more exercises.

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
Worked for me...
By Brian C.
I bought this book in the hopes that I would be able to use it to pass my graduate language examination. I
worked with the book for about five months, I made it about half way through the book, I took the test, and I
passed quite easily. So the book definitely works. The book is clear and there are a ton of translation
exercises at the end of each chapter so you get a lot of practice translating passages as you make your way
through.

There are a couple of things I did not like about the book. The translation examples given at the end of each
chapter were sometimes frustrating. There were two things that made them frustrating at times.

First, sometimes the sentences, when translated literally into English, did not make a lot of sense. It was
sometimes quite difficult to make sense out of them. In some ways that is a good thing since it gives the
reader practice translating which is the whole point of a book like this. I think the practice I got translating
those difficult passages, trying to figure out how to make sense of them and translate them into intelligible
English, was quite helpful when I took my test. It was still quite frustrating at times, however, especially
since there are no translations in the book, so the reader is often not entirely sure whether they are actually
translating the sentence correctly. I wish that the move to more difficult translations had been more gradual
so that the reader had a little more time to build up their confidence. I would recommend the reader use
Google translate to check their translations. It is not perfect, sometimes google's translations are clearly way
off, and sometimes the sentence they come up with makes no sense in English, but most of the time it is a
good way to check your work and make sure you are translating correctly.

The second thing I found frustrating is that the authors put a lot of words in the translation exercises that
were not covered in the book. A lot of times they would present a verb that you had never seen before, and it
would be conjugated, and you would have to figure out what the original verb was by comparing it to other
verbs that conjugated in a similar way. I will say, again, that this was good practice for taking a language
test. It is necessary, when translating, to be able to figure out verbs you do not already know from their
conjugations. It was, however, still quite frustrating at times. I wish, again, that they had been more gradual
in their approach. I found myself losing confidence because I felt like I was being given some translation
exercises that I was having a very hard time translating fairly early on in the book. Although, who knows,
perhaps if it had been more gradual I would not have passed my test. All I know is that I definitely found
myself getting frustrated, and losing confidence, at times. Perhaps that is unavoidable.

All in all, I feel quite comfortable recommending this book. It worked for me, and I have a feeling it would



work for others as well. It is not perfect, in my opinion, but perfection is probably an unrealistic ideal. I
would also recommend Easy French Reader as a helpful companion volume to this work. The more practice
you have translating the better you will do when you take your language test.
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